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Hence great Advantages will arife from this Way 
of Diftillation : For, i. We can keep a greater Fire, 
if Occafion be, without Fear of breaking our Glaffes. 
2. The Matter diftill'd may be removed as often as 
we pleafe 5 whereby we may always prevent the Draw- 
ing off any Spirit, &c. too low. And, 3. Any pure, 
fine, volatile Salt, which fliall arife into the fecond 
Recipient, will not be fo liable to be melted down, 
either by the Heat, or too watery a Fluid. 



IV. The Cafe of a Per/on bit by a Mad Dog : 
Communicated to /^Prefident by Mr.Ranby, 
F. R. S. Serjeant-Surgeon to His Majefty : 
From Charles Peters, M. 2). F. Coll. Med. 
Lond. 

Read Jan. 24'yOHN Neale, of a robuft Conftitution, 
'744-s- j a g C( i Forty-five, had, for fome Years, 
followed the Occupation of curing Dogs : And, on 
Thurfday preceding Michaelmas Day 1741, bein 
employed in that Calling, he, endeavouring to drench 
one fuppofed to be mad, was bit in the Thumb. 

The Day following the Dog was obferved to droop, 
refufe his Food, and at Night he died. 

The Patient, having been frequently converfant with 
the like Accidents, was fufficiently alarmed at the 
Danger $ and, having been, the Year before, received 
a Patient into St. Georges Hofpital, repaired thither 
for Relief. 
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Do&or Hoadly attending, in the Room of Doftor 
Bailej, the Phyfician of the Week, dirc&cd him to 
have the Wound fcarificd, be blooded, ufe the Pul- 
vis antilyjfusy and Cold Bath. 

About a Fortnight after the Accident, being the 
Full of the Moon, his Symptoms became fo vio- 
lent, that I was dcfired to meet my Brethren in Con- 
fultation. I found him fitting on a Bed, with one 
of his Legs tied to the Pott ; and, upon inquiring how 
he came placed in that Pofturc, he told mc, He him- 
fcif fattened the Cord, apprehending he might grow 
mifchievous : And, upon our piopofing to him to 
put on the ttrapp'd Waiftcoat, he readily confented 
ro it j expreffing great Dread of becoming hurtful. 
He told us, He had felt a Numbnefs in the wounded 
Thumb, which fhot up his Arm to the Shoulder ; 
and that he was not fenfible of having taken a Mo- 
ment's Reft fince the Accident had happened ; and that,, 
upon endeavouring to compofe himielf, he fell into 
Starlings, and dreadful Apprchcnfions of Mifchicf 
from Dogs. His Eyes look'd wild, and he complained 
of an excruciating Pain in the Head. For fomc Days 
pad he had been troubled with a Difficulty in Swal- 
lowing : I propofed to him to get down a fmall Piece of 
Bread -, but he fecmed to rcfufe it with great Abhor- 
rence: However, being encouraged to make ufe of 
his Rcfolution (which he poflefTcd to an extraordi- 
nary Degree), he forced it into his Mouth -, where 
holding it for fomc Minutes, he endeavoured to fwal- 
low, but was feized with violent Spafms, beginning 
at the Bottom of the Abdomen ; which, by a convul- 
five Progrcflion, heav'd itlelf into the Thorax ■, from 
whence the Spafms wetc extended to the Pomum 

Adami ; 
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Adami > when the Patient fell into Strangulation, 
and afterwards Privation of Senfe. Upon recover- 
ing from the Fir, as we perceived, that, notwith- 
standing thefe Obftacles, he had fwallowed the Bread, 
allowing him Time to reft, we propofcd to him to 
endeavour to fwallow a Spoonful of Liquid, which 
he feemed raoft fhock'd at : He anfwered with Fierce- 
nefs, That he cou'd not away with Drink : How- 
ever, upon Recollection, he faid, He would endea- 
vour it : And, taking a Spoonful of Ale-houfc Drink 
kito his Mouth, -he was inftantly feized with Con- 
vulsions, beginning from the Bottom of the Abdo- 
men, and afcending with great Violence to the Head, 
till he fell into a Fit of longer Duration than the 
former : However, he fwallowed the Liquor 5 and, 
upon his recovering his Senfes, he pointed with great 
Vehemence to his Arm, fignifying, that he defired to 
be blooded; from which, he afterwards told us, he 
had before found Relief. 

As his Puife was extremely hard, we directed the Sur- 
geon to take away 16 Ounces, which proved ad < I)e- 
liquium : However, that foon parnng off, his Pulfe 
itili continued hard, his Flefh hot, with grievous Com- 
plaints of the Pain in his Head. 

Upon confidering his Cafe, as he had received no 
Relief from the ordinary Treatment of this Diftem- 
per, and that his Symptoms were now become highly 
inflammatory (Blood fizy, and flammcous Urine)', 
we refolved.to lay afide all Thought of Infection, and 
to betake ourfelves to the Method of Cure in inflam- 
matory Fevers ; with this Difference only, That, as 
he had pafs'd fome Days without Stools, he was di- 
rected to take an Enema, immediately : and then 
z the 
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the following Bolus > Nitri purif. 3 £, Confecl. 
Mithridat. 3 i,Jexta quaque Hora, addenda ^Dofi 
vefpertin. Extr. Thebaic, gr j. & repetatur tertia 
quaque Hora (niji inter veniant Symptomata), donee 
concilietur Somnus : Epifpafticaapplicentur Brack. & 
Cruris intern. 

Upon vifiting him in the Morning, the Nurfe in- 
formed me, That, after having taken two Bolus's, 
he had flept about half an Hour, to his infinite Re- 
frelhment. His Blifters difcharged plentifully j his 
Mind more compofed j and his Horrors were fo far 
mitigated, to fwallow half a Pint of Ale at one 
Draught, tho' not without Repugnance. He ftill com- 
plained of living in a Blame, his Eyes ready to ftart 
out of his Head, where his Pain ftill remained acute j 
not without Numbnefs in the difeafed Arm; Inquie- 
tude j Difficulty in Swallowing and Refpiration. 
Mittatur Sang. eBr.ad % xii. & pergat in Ufu i?r£- 
fcriptorum. 

The Night following he took two Bolus's, and 
flept near three Hours. The Symptoms appeared lefs 
violent the next Day, but ftill threatened Mifchief. 
Applicentur Cucurbit. Occipit. ad extract. Sang. 5 viii. 
Epijbajiic. Laterib. Colli, &c. 

His Body was kept foluble with Manna, and other 
cooling Laxatives. 

This Method, with little Variation (fuch as Leeches, 

Tulv. Jlernutatorius, &c), was continued for the 

Space of about fourteen Days, the Blifters being kept 

open during the whole Time } during which the 

Symptoms gradually abated. He fell into Languors, 

which were eafily removed by the Ufe of Affa 

fetida, Valerian, &c. 

As 
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As he was now free from any Diforders in his 
Head, and his Pulfe beat with a natural Softnefs, I 
advifed him to return to the Ufe of the Cold Bath, 
Puh. Antilyffus -, with a Caution to bleed, and dif- 
continue the Ufe of them, whenever he found him- 
felf heated. 

He is now reftored to a tolerable State of Health 
(except at the New and Full Moon) : For, tho' he 
feels ibme Alteration in the Quarters, they are not 
fo confiderable -, at which time his Symptoms return 
in ibme Degree; but fo {lightly, as not to prevent 
him from following his Calling, which he has changed 
to Selling of Greens; not being intirely freed from 
the Dread of Dogs. 

I had forgot to mention, That, during his Illncfs, 
he voided fo great a Quantity of Saliva, that his 
Teeth, tho' naturally firm, became loofe, and con- 
tinued fo, till the Abatement of the Complaint. 

As copious Bleeding is generally prefcribed for the 
Cure of this Diftemper, I (hall make no other Re- 
mark upon that Advice, than by obferving, That fre- 
quent Recourfe was had to it, to the apparent Relief 
of the Patient ; who thought himfelf likewife much 
benefited by the Nitre and Mithridate. 

As the Difficulty of Swallowing, in the prefent Dif- 
order, was evidently fpafmodic, and infinitely abated 
by Reft, tho' for half an Hour only, I fubmit to your 
better Judgment, how far Opiates may be conducive 
to the Cure in this Diftemper ; not only by giving 
them internally, but likewife by externally rubbing 
in fuch a Quantity, as may feem reafonably calcu- 
lated for the Removal of fpafmodic Tenfions, 

Dating 



[*6 2 ] 

During this Illnefs, he complained of Coldnefs in 
the Extremities, with four Eructations ; fo that, as foon 
as it was judged fafe, he was directed to make ufe of a 
Vomit ; which was repeated many times with Succefs. 

I obferved, when any Liquid was offered him, he 
pour'd it into his Mouth with uncommon Haftinefs : 
And, upon inquiring his Reafon for doing fo, he 
told me, He had experienced, that, by throwing in a 
large Quantity of Liquid into his Mouth at once, his 
Faculty of Swallowing became more eafy : And that, 
whenever any Hindrance happened in the Performance, 
it was not without Difficulty that he recovered himfelf. 

I defire I may no way be thought to depreciate 
the Efficacy of the Puh. Antilyjfus * and Cold-Barh ; 
for I believe them more generally fuccefsful than 
any other Means : Yet I think it clear in the above 
Cafe, that they were fo far from alleviating the Com- 
plaints, that they tended evidently to promote them ; 
the Patient never making ufe of the Cold Bath, but 
his Head-ach increafed -f-, and his feverifh Complaints 
grew more violent. 

As the contra Rabiem Powder now (lands- in our 
Pharmacopoeia, it is compounded of two Drugs only. 
I, have endeavoured to difcover what Effect might be 
procured by the Liverwort ; but, upon trying it, for 
Experiment's fake, in feveral different Cafes, even in 
large Dofes, I could never perceive the leaft Altera- 
tion either in the Pulfe, or Secretions. 
V . 

* Of Dampier$ as alter'd by Dr. Mead. 

f Therefore, in my Thef. Inaug. L>ugd. B. 1724. Ipropofedthe 
Ufe of warm Baths ; for by them Heat and Thirft will be abated? 
and the Blood diluted, not render'd ftill more thick by Sweating, as 
is the Effect; of Cold Bath. [See thefe Tranf. N a , 443, p, 319, and 



